Quotations:
The PARASITISM AS A FACTOR IN DISEASE 1 THE study of etiology or causation is a study of the entire field of medicine from a certain point of view. Every phenomenon assumes an etiological aspect whenever we study it not as an effect to be simply contemplated and described, but as a cause or necessary condition of something that is going to happen. Provided with the information that for certain events to take place certain necessary conditions must precede, we can take steps by controlling the necessary conditions to allow the event to occur or not. Modern medicine has made the concept of causation its own. On it is founded all rational progress in prophylaxis and therapy. First to comprehend the cause, then to intercept and suppress it and thereby to prevent the next step is the kernel of medical science and practise. We project ourselves into the immediate future. The present is only the boundary between what has occurred and what is to happen. To control events we must know how to distinguish those conditions which are necessary from those which are merely associated and coincident.
The history of medical science, notably during the past half century, has clearly shown that observation of disease as it occurs in everyday life must be associated with the experiment. By observation I mean a survey or study of the phenomenon as a whole; by experiment, the observation of isolated parts of the entire phenomenon, the other parts being meanwhile eliminated or controlled by special devices. Observation and experiment, alternating, cooperating, and reacting on each other, are the only sure guides to a rational interp-retation of disease. Nature is continu-
